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2016 Syrah Watch Hill Vineyard 

 

Watch Hill Vineyard is in Los Alamos Valley, a relatively cool site about half-way 
between Santa Maria and Buellton. It is cooler than the Santa Ynez Valley but a bit 
warmer than the Santa Maria Valley. Los Alamos is not an official AVA. At Watch 
Hill, there are about 22 acres planted, mostly Syrah. We source Clone 877 from 
block F and Clone 174 from blocks 1-C, D and E. This vineyard was first planted back 
in 2002 and is across the ridge from Thompson vineyard. The soils are a mix of 
sand and clay, low in nutrients, which contributes to small cluster size and to the 
striking dark color and rich concentration of the resulting wines. Notes of smoke, 
bacon fat, dried herbs, olive and forest floor add to the inky complexity of this wine.  

Varieties: 94% Syrah co-fermented with 6% viognier 

Vineyard Composition: 100% Watch Hill Vineyard 
 
Winemaking: Berry and Cluster sorted. Fermented for about 2 weeks 
in 1.5 ton tanks, which were punched down twice a day. Some use of 
whole cluster during processing, about 15% of the total finished blend 

Aging: 15% New Oak, 85% Neutral barrels for 16 months 

Production: 440 cases (750ml bottles) and 84 Magnums 
       
Release Date: Winter 2018  Release Price: $50/btl 

 
Jeb Dunnuck - 96 points  Jeb Dunnuck #16 on Top 50 Best of 2018 
From one of my favorite vineyards, the 2016 Syrah Watch Hill Vineyard is 95% Syrah and 5% Viognier that spent 18 months 
in 15% new French oak. Its saturated purple color is followed by a dense, rich Syrah that has classic notes of blackberries, 
smoked earth, pepper, and roasted herbs. With awesome purity of fruit, a smoky, meaty personality, full body, and a great 
finish, it's another brilliant example of this cuvée. 
 
Antonio Galloni - 94 points  
The 2016 Syrah Watch Hill Vineyard is dense, powerful and super-concentrated. Inky blue/purplish fruit, lavender, menthol, 
licorice and spice notes are all amped up in this rich, beautifully resonant Syrah. Dollops of Viognier add brightness and 
floral top notes, but the Watch Hill remains a pretty big, yet nuanced, wine. 
 
Wine & Spirits Magazine - 94 points  
 


